T hose of you that grew up in the 60's may remember this rock and roll group with its virtuoso guitarist, the late Alvin Lee. His electric performance at Woodstock is remembered by many even to this day…Alvin Lee like many of the precocious and prodigious musicians of their day was simply born with an innate talent. A talent gained not by years of experience, trial and error, or retrospective wisdom… but… a pure unadulterated gift.
A synchronous scenario simply does not exist in the practice of medicine…. Although we have all seen surgeons with "great hands" during residency or early in their careers, those surgeons simply don't rise to the top based on early surgical acumen. Becoming a reputable surgeon occurs with a mix of humility, recognition of you own human error, hard work, experience and the publishing of those experiences.
Those of you old enough to remember the 60's may also share the same sentiment as I when it comes to our educational process. Many of you that were born in the late 70's and 80's most likely won't embrace the forthcoming sentimentality herein. I won't apologize, but I wish someone would have written this early in my own career…… When I look at the educational programs of some major educational meetings, I am intrigued by the demographic profiles of the presenters. It appears that the speakers mostly fit into a channeled age group and/or are a part of the political hierarchy or education committee of the sponsoring organization. Upon further scrutiny, many of the presenters have not published a thing even remotely related to the spoken subject matter. I ask what makes them qualified to educate the audience? To some, the fact that one has been asked to speak is axiomatic with expertise and accomplishment…. To some, being anointed as a "noted lecturer" is a stroke of the ego… To some, being on the podium implies virtuosity… These notions stifle the call for reform as many in the audience emulate these speakers and aspire to take the same pathway to the podium.
What happened to academic purity? What happened to the concept of hearing a speaker talk on a subject that he/she has published? At a recent AAOS meeting, I attended a symposium on periprosthetic joint infections. Between the four contrived presenters, they had collectively published over 200 articles on the same subject! Although being published does not guarantee expertise, it is a lot more reassuring than hearing speakers that were selected through some contrived process.
What happened to the voice of experience and wisdom? How long does it take to become experienced enough to provide meaningful insight on a given subject matter? I'm not sure I know the answer now, but if you would have asked me when I was in practice for 10-15 years, I would have claimed that I was "there". I would have thought that I clearly captured the proficiency and wisdom on any subject that I was asked to speak. After 34 years of practice, I realize that the more that I learn, the more I appreciate how much I don't know. I am sure that it doesn't take 30-plus years and 500 publications to have true wisdom that is worthy of being passed down, but I submit to you that being an expert on a subject matter is not merely guaranteed at the 'Ten Years After' landmark but it is at least ten years too soon. 
